Question: Can | treat a bilingual child in therapy for an articulation disorder
if | only assess his English articulation skills?

No. A child who is acquiring English as a second language will make errors in
his pronunciation as he is going through the process. It is imperative that his
articulation be assessed in his dominant language as well. If his articulation skills
in the first language are within normal limits, he does not have an articulation
disorder and should not be labeled as impaired. The errors noted in English are
often the result of the native language’s phonemic system. When English
sounds do not exist in the first language, it is natural for the speaker to have
greater difficulty articulating those sounds.
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